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Weleome for Czechoslovak Leader

Underlines Soviets’ European Bias

By Anatole Shub

Washington Poat Poreien Sorvice

MOSCOW, Jan. 2b—Czecho-
slovakia's new Communist
Party leader, Alexander Dub-
cely, arrived today for a brief
visit and got a royal welcome.

Dubeek, a 46-year-old Slovak
who succeeded wveteran con-
servative Antonin  Novoiny
Jan. 5, was greeted at Vnu-
kovo airport by Soviet Com-

munist Party General Secre-

rary Leonid Brezhnev, Chief
of State Nikolal Podgorny and
Foreign Minister Andrel Gro-
myko.

" Dubeek is expected to brief
Soviet leaders on the changes
that may be expected within
. Czechoslovakia as well as the
new team's approach to the
German problem a_ml‘ to the
international Communist “eon-
sultative meeting” scheduled
- to open in Budapest Feb. 26.

A sincere effort at harmony
fs expeected from both sides,
although Dubcek is more sym-
pathetic to the heretic Yugo-
slavs and Rumanians, and less
responsive to the hardline
East Germans, than was No-
votny. Thus, Crzechoslovakia
will attend the Budapest meet-

ing, As apparently will Ruma-
nia, but the Dubcek team will
doubtless take a more flexible
pozition on intra-Communist
issues than the old-guard lead-
ership.

The high-level Soviet atten-
tion to Dubeek clearly demon-
strated not only Kremlin eu-
riosity about the newest and
yvoungest Communist leader
but the continuing "Europe
first" orientation of Soviel
policy malkers.

By way of comparison, none
of the top Soviet leaders has
said a public word here about
the Pueblo incident, and
North Korean delegation in
Maoscow when it broke out was
received only al the deputy
minister level.

The Soviet Press, while con-
tinuing to ecomment routinely
on the Pueblo affair, has given
as great or greater attention
to the B-52 crash in Green-
land. Observers explain this
not so much by Soviet relue-
fance to become involved in

Korea as by the high priority!

in longrange Soviet policy of
efforts to persuade Denmark
and Norway to withdraw from
NATO.

= s

At the same time, neither
the Korean orisis nor the ear-
lier diplomatic flurries over
apparent North Vietnamese
peace overtures have resulted
in Soviet editors abandoning,,
even for a day, the continuous
attack on neo-Nazism and al-
leged “revanchism" in Wesl
Germany.

Bonn's unhappy reactions fo
the American-Soviet draft of a
huclear nonproliferation
treaty have been strongly at-
tacked. Nor has Moseow let up
its attacks on the military re-
Eime in Greece.

Although on the map the
US5.R, appears more an
Asian than a European power,
and despite massive efforts to
settle Siberia and central
Asia, nearly three quarters of
the Soviet population is in Eu-
rope, west of the Urals. Soviet
foreign policy and culture re-
fleet that faet.

The most burning theme
in the Soviet press the last few
days has been the prosecution
of 'Dr. Benjamin Spock and his
anti-draft associates in Boston.
Izvestia tonight devotes half a
page, in best “herole™ layout,
to Spock and his ecodefen-
dants, However, any connec-
'tion with Vietnam is second-
‘ary at best.

\  The main point is to counter
the bad impression produeed
in the West—and among So-
viet intellectuals—by the “lit-
erary underground” trial in
Moscow earlier this month.
The hope is to persuade West-
ern-minded Soviet intellec-
tuals, and Western Commu-

‘|nists, that the United States

.ﬂ treats its dissidents as harshly
|as this country. |
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By SMITH HEMPSTONE
Buropean Carrespondent of The Star

PRAGUE — Czechoslovakia
11&1 been turned upside down
to the point where a visitor
had to keep pinching himself
to make sure it wasn't all a
I-'.'-. .
f:-.' ltems:
.. ® A Group of medical
students took to task Lt. Cen.
“Vaclav Prehlik, the country’s
top cop, for giving an
ina ate answer to the
Preaidenk Agtouin oy o

. n No
to stage a Stalinist cnuptg
-January? And Prehlik meekly
| all the facts would

made public.

“ ®A member of the
. Communist party's ruling
“Presidium, Josef = Boruvka,
‘advocating more democracy
“for Czechoslovakia, said “‘the
-world would not crumble” if
‘the country’s rubber-stamp
‘parliament toppled an
eccasional government,

® The Czechoslovak press
‘agency wrote to party boss
- Alexander Dubeck requesting
“that he keep “unqualified
- party officials” and police out
of newsmen's hair,

‘- @ The Writers' Union
chose to devote much space
~in the first two issues of its
new weekly Literarni Listy to
laudatory artieles about the
late Czech president. Writers
gﬁaiml not communist
~Klement Gottwald but
Democrat Thomas Masaryk,
_founder of the Republic.

® ColumnistZ Vesely,
- writing in Lidova Demokracie,
- g2id that the Communist party

should form a “Creative

partnership” with non-Com-
, munist Groups, which should

not be just “transmission
, levers” for party policy.

@ Col. Josef Cunat, one of
«the Top Communists in the
s y of defense, humbhly
: ‘assure n:de thtn
R your readers’” that
«they can ‘“rely” on the

e m
R

:&Encrnt_ic spirit of the
o unists in his ministry.
(. ®Paty members,
ers and a lot of plain

‘writers, army

named Svoboda vied with each
other in calling for the
resignation of President No-
volny and the rehabilitation
of 40,000 Czechs “wrongfully"
persecuted under communism,

® To top it all off, Maj.
Gen. Jan Sejna, 40, a
convinced Stalinist who held
the top politico-military post in
the ministry of defense, left
his wife and defected with
what Czechs say was his

22-year-old actress girlfriend

to (naturally) the U.S,

By the end of the week. it
had reachﬂ::i ttha pl_'f_llt. where
one expected to ge in the
morning to find a m"{;-m
ner, bearing the motto
“Mary is a fink,” flying from
the battlements of Hrad-
chany Castle,

How did it all happen, what
does it mean, and where is it
likely to lead?

Novotny Voted Out

Novoiny's overthrow as
chairman of the Communist
Party in Jammary by a free
vole of the Communist
party's 200-member Central
Committee was the result of
several factors.

One was the inflexible stu-
pidity of the president. Novot-
ny came to power afier a
bloody purge in 1953, the vear
of Stalin’s death, and never
was able to adjust to the new
Europe emerging on either
side of the now dilapidated
Iron Curtain,

Novotny is probably the only
politician who in a free plebis-
cite could give East German

y chief Walter Ulbrichi a
t for the title of polecat of
the continent.

The second factor was the
bumbling fashion in which in-
competent Communist party
hacks mismanaged Czechoslo-
vakia's overly centralized
economy, producing stagna-
tion in what was once one of
the most small
coufitries in the world.

The man on the spot to ride
to power the coneentric
waves of discontent was
46-year-old Alexander Dubcek
(pronounced Doob-Chek),

Acceptable Alternative

Dubeek was by no means the

most anti-Novetny man in
sidium. But hu:nmhimdinpﬁ

o ."'f
j;'::. El. E L/

INTERPRETIVE REPORT

rague Relishing Freedom to
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-

person many factors which
made him acceptable to all
rebellious factions,

Largely educated in the
Soviet Union, to which his fa-
ther had immigrated after a
few years in the U.S., Dubeek
is a big (6 foot 4) blond Warld
War II partisan and a con-
vinced Communist whom Rus-
sians trusted.

This was important to the
liberals, who remembered
what happened in Hungary a
dozen years ago.

The wild days of euphoria
and freedom of speech which
Czechoslovakia is now experi-
encing seem to have four pur-

Dubeck is wise enough to
know that the Czechs, after 15
years of Novotny. Have a real
need to blow off steam, Thus
these days provided a safety
valve for the regime.

Secondly, Dubeck is allow-
ing most of the country’s dirty
linen to be aired (and the cup-
board is stuffed) to build up a
uatsﬁ :ﬂriﬂm removal of atah;;
ists, including Novotny, w
retains the largely honorific
post as president, gnm office,

So far as is known, less than
half a dozen Novotny men
have been fired to date, But
special commissions are meet-
ing, puﬂ]);rﬂgimml conferen-
ces were being held this week-
end and.a widespread purge
of the party, the government,
and the military is likely with-
in the next few months,

Suppeort Needed

Thirdly, Dubcek needs the
support of non-Communists to
Institute his “action program"
of politico-economic reforms
designed to modernize Czecho-
slovakia.

Finally, the new freedom
may have a more sinister mo-
tive of making it possible for
the regime to identify real

“wild men'"  (anti-
Communists) for future sur-
veillance,

For it seems likely that
once - intellectuals have had
their say and the Novotny men
are effectively neutralized,
Dubeck will begin to apply the
brakes gently and selectively.
gl pdid

15t princi nd practices,
but there are limits to free-
dom which even liberal Com-

“riticize

munists {and Dubeck is only a

-moderate) can tolerate,

Despite wild talk from one
or two intellectuals about a
policy of “active neutrality”
for Czechoslovakia, drastic

ﬁhw in foreign policy
sh not be expected.

Dubeck is going to haave his
hands full restoring some sort
of order to his domestic politi-
cal and economic house.
Czechoslovakia is not going to
follow Yugoslavia's example
and leave the Warsaw Pack
and Comecon (Council of
Mutual Economic Assistance)
Dubeck is a loval (if modern)
Communist who feels that
Czechoslovakia needs the Rus-
sian alliance to protect itself
from the German threat,

Better West Ties

m should be, Imwewéer, ;
gr i ment in Czec
relations % West in gen-
eral and with West Gemany in
particular, resulting ultimate-
ly (perhaps next year) in an
exchange of ambassadors be-
tween Bonn and Prague.

In other fields as well as |

foreign relations, Czech policy
almost certainly will become
more pragmatic and less slay-
jx%nhﬂd{ent to Moscow,

_ What has really happened,
then, is less a dramatic shift
in ideology than a change in
the generations of Czechoslo-
vakia's ruling Communist
party. Modernists and techno-
crats are taking over and the
brass-knuckle boys are on
their way out.,
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PRAGUE (AP) — President
Antonin Novotny, himself fight-
ing off reformist pressure to re-
sign, tonight fired two high gov-

ernment officials who backed his
orthodox Communist position.
Both were involved in a scandal
over the defection of a Czech
\general to the United States.

Novotny ordered the resigna-
tion of Interior Minister Jan
Kudrna, director of the secret
police, and State Atty, Gen. Jan
Bartusek. The president's aec-
|tion appeared to be a humiliat-
ing concession to the nation’s
|new leberal leadership.

| National Assembly Chairman

Bohumir Lastovicka called ear-
lier today for their dismissal.

Kudrna and Bartusek have
been implicated in the flight of
Maj. Gen. Jan Sejna to the
United States. Deputy Defense
Minister Vladimir Janko, also
linked to the case, committed
suicide yesterday, 24 hours after
an ungent cabinet discussion of
his conduct.

The Prague newspaper Mlada
Fronta reported Janko shot him-
self in the heart and head while
in his chauffeur-driven car.

Janko's boss, Defense Minister
Bohumir Lomsky, was coming
under sharp criticism. The Com-
munist parly organization of
teachers at the ment Got-
wald military-political academy
demanded resign  today,
\charginging: “In our opinion
you were subordinating yourself

GEN. VLADIMIR JANKO

in full to the will of Antonin
Novoiny and his apparatus.”

Novotny Fires Two in Sejna Case

ANTONIN NOVOTNY

about one third of Czechoslova-
kia’s 15 million population, have

All the officials under fire been pressing hard for liberali-

have been mentioned in connee- |
tion with an abortive pro-
Novotny army plot in January to

block Novotny's ouster as party
chief, .

Earlier yesterday another
Novotny supporter, Michal Chu-
dik, a leading econservative
member of the party hierarchy,
resigned as head of the Slovak
National Council. Chudik, 53,
had apparently abandoned hope
that Novolny would be able to
ward off liberal pressures and
ke:la;ﬂ the figurehead presidency,

e Slovaks, who make up

zation and for greater ethnie au-
tonomy.

The new liberal leaders under
Alexander Dubeek, who sup-

lanted Novoiny as party chief
n January, say Sejna was in-
volved in an abortive attempt to
mobilize armored troops to keep
Novotny in the party leadership,

Sejna is now somewhere in the
United States under U.S. govern-
ment protection, Czechoslova-
kia's ambassador in Washingion
asked the State Department
Wednesday for his extradition,

documentary evidence against
him,

Ambassador Karel Duda said
Sejna is accused of embezzle-
ment, obtaining money by false
pretenses and frawd.

The man mentioned as the
likely sucecessor to Novotny is
easy-going, crew-cut Josef
Smrkovs v{' 56, the most promi-
nent survivor of the bloody Sta-
linist purges in Czechoslovakia
in the 1940s, |

Smrkovskv's popularity in-
creased this year after he deliv-
ered a passionate speech before
the party's Central Committee
denouncing the Old Guard ve-
gime.

(Smrkovsky told today how So-
viet Communist leader Leonid I.
Brezhnev has failed in an at-
tempt to intervene in Czech af-
fairs, the United International
reported, j

("We were disturbed when
Brezhnev came to Prague last
December, But when he realized
that we were decided to stick to
our plans, he said, ‘Well, com-
rades, it's your affair' and left
again.

" (“Then, we were happy,”
Smrkovsky, now minister of for-
estry, said in a speech to a youth
meeling broadcast by Prague
radio, |

(The mass meeting burst into|
thunderous cheers as Smrkovsky |
referred to the bygone era of
Stalinism in Czechoslovakia and

and the department asked for

UPT reported.)

said, *“Those times mew
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C=echs Draft Private Business P lan
By Anatole Shub would continue Lo be publicly in the West, and is in no posi-|new Czech government toward
Washington Post Fereign Serviee | controlled. It is not yet known tion to fulfill Czech require-|Bonn. .

PRAGUE, March 17 — whether agriculture figures in ments. Moreover, several Im v B

Czechoslovak progressives | the prngﬁm for limli%:d pri- {portant Soviet leaders are said ur{::] : adl;u ;ﬂ}n th;“tedar:;
hope to revive private .enter- | vate enterprise. to believe that a suecessful re- gan hude p
prise and seek a massive| A key aim of s paononie form in Czechoslovakia mighl article calling attention fo
World Bank loan fo insure the jwantion program” is to achieve prove a model for more tho-| "wise forces” in West Ger-
sucoess of their economic Te-\fyi convertibility of the Czech roughgoing changes in Russia. | many which are trylng to pro-
form, it was learned today.  |epown. In Central Committee However, should Czech eco-|mote internatlonal COOPERA

The draft “action program’ |discussions it has been calcu- nomic and political reforms)yion, -

being prepared for Central |lated that this would take five lead to a deterioration of rela- Th ticle coincided with
Committee approval within a|to seven years without inter- tions with Russia, Poland and G ARGRE ne
fortnight contains a proposalinational aid. The reformers Fast Germany, economists the first anniversary of the
for new legislation to permit|pelieve that full convertibility | here believe they can sur-{Fast German-Czech friendship
small-scale private business, eould be achieved in three mount the difficulties of tran-|treaty which was inspired by
along the lines which have years with some $400 million sition, Rumania and Yugosla-| communist leader Walter U

- H ]. M
i ed successful in Yugosla-|gupport from the World Bas« E&}n;aﬁm L]:; 1.:531;1]4;{:1113 ;Eﬁﬁti hricht's effort to block Bonn’s

. To qualify for World Bank! : svertures toward East Europe.
Yugoslav laws _originally | anq ofher Western aid, e WS i |
permitted a private entrepre-igglovakia is preparing to re- i Concerned But Interested
neur to employ a maximun oflgume full membership in the It noted with concern “the
members of his own family . steady appearance of TEvah
- 1\Tts membership was Sls Czechoslovakia tonight did| vhi ’
pbut the maximum is being chists and neo-Nazis in West
aixed gh ~cult OF pended during the Stalin era something no other Commu-| . But it added:
rﬂi' & arply i-‘l"-" tﬁer u : 0f|hecause of Prague’s refusal to nist Party in Eastern Europe | c man ut it addet
anﬁl 1?: ﬂEiHE: dﬂ pe &EEEEEE furnish the accurate statisticslis belleved ever to have done| "On the other hand we fol-
urlst trades since 1966. | oqyired by the IMF. These — it announced results of top- |low with interest the efforts
ﬁéﬂ%ﬁ-fnﬁ%ﬁtﬂ?;ﬁ ﬂiﬁh?:-ﬂﬂ considerations no longer apply. | secret voting of its policy-mak- of wise forces in th&l:h m;unt;af
g i i .1 which to set forth in the
formers, declared this Weool Broader Trade With West ing Presidium for the Comimil ich try B

Reuters veported the fol-
lowing from Vienna:

that the economy needed some

industries. Loebl, now director
of the State Bank of Bratislava,
was Minister of Foreign Trade
after World War 11 before
being Jjailed in a Stalinist

%hmusaaqn

endorses private enterprise on

program
goslay experience,

heen studied closely for sev-
eral vears by key associ 110-man Central Committee of

gector. Heavy industry, banks, |after 1056, MoscOw

1 The “action program” also
200,000 to 800,000 private en-contains proposals for broader
terprises to stimulate ‘com- industrial cooperation |
merce and consumer goods Western firms and wider use
turnover while absorbing the|of Western licenses 1
ower “squeeze-out” from|ping much of Czechoslovakia’s
unprofitable, overstaffed state| gutmoded industrial plant. '

Much of the Czech reform

‘is based on the Yo-
which has

n re-equip-

of  the Figures for the

program. There
for Western aid
port in Poland
ig itself re-
utllities and other key sectors equipping key Soviet factories

| ates of

Dr. Ota Sik at the o Flucaflt 1O COTMIRpISL EREy:
nomic Institute

I the Central Committee | Czech Academy of Sciences.

The reformers consider 1™ nqpo  Cgech new 1.
{he scale urged by Loebl, as|unlikely that Russia would ob- ey Dena - BRetl
much as one-fifth of the Czech | ject to their
work force might eventually |a precedent

be employed in the private jand fiscal sup

is

nist Party leadership.

The wvote announced Wwas
that of Party leaders in Janu-
ary when Alexander Dubcek
ousted President Antonin No-
'yotny for the leadership in a
reaction to old-style Commu-
nist methods. -

The announced vote was 5-3,
a draw, but Dubecek won in a
later meeting attended by the

Central
Commitiee votlng were not
published,

Ceteka reported that district
party organizations have de-
cided to elect officials by se-
eret ballot in future — a move
almost certain to result in
wholesale changes in local
Party leadership on-a national
scale.

(Observers said seeret bal-
loting would be a break with
20 years of Communist prac-
tice in which men chosen by

L|i{he Central Party apparatus

/| were selected for office.)

]. Czechs Seen Easing

Stand Toward Bonn

By Dan Morgan
| Washington Post Foreign Gorvice

BONN, March 17—Hints of
now Czech flexibility on the
sGerman guestion” were publ:
ished in Prague this weekend
just as the East German Com-
munist regime was trying to
~eavant anv softening of the

policies of West Germany the
spirit of international coopera-
tion on the basis of the pres-
ent state of things in Europe,
as well as respect for existing
postwar realities.”

Thig was clearly a reference
to a growing move in West
Germany for some form of
recognition for East Germany.
Relations between East Ger-
and Czechoslovakia

Novotny as First Secretary in
January have been cool, but
correct. ey
But the wave of change:
gweeping Czechoslovakia hat
caused worry in the East Ger
man Party hierarchy, whicl
fears not only the “infection’
of its own population, but als
closer relations between Boni
and Prague ultimately.

Exchange Missions

The Lwo countries
changed trade missions
month ago. However, the We;
German Foreign Office hi
emphatically denied repor
published in Paris that Bor
and Prague were engaged
speret talks aimed at establis
inl full diplomatie relations.

Sources here are hopet
that the new Crech govel
ment will be more flexible
its policies Low ard the West.

Tor the most part, Cze
leaders have been careful
emphasize that what was h
pening was a Czech phenor
non, so as not to alarm 1
TFast Germans and nthers.
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Spurs Communist Talks

By SMITH HEMPSTONE  |the Socialist construction in the
Buropean Correspondent of The Star |eountry."

LONDON—Repercussions of| (1t also said the delegates
the reform movement in Czecho-|«had an exchange of opinions on
glovakia brought leaders of the |extraordinarily important prob-
Communist nations of Euroige lems of political and economic
hurriedly together for a meeting| development and cooperation”

‘| congidered orthodox Commu-

in East Germany yesterday. |and re-emphasized the “‘unanin-
A communigue distributed to- ity of opinion” achieved at a
day by the East German news | yarsaw Pact meeting in Bulgar
H.EB-M&' ADN said the nations af-| .. "o few weeks ago.)
firmed thelr detemttop ot The liberal trend in Eagtern
e sl Furope was underscored by a
which binds them together, —\statement yesterday from
(ADN, seld, according {0 Fieg mania. Partly chief Nicolae Ceau
Premi Mﬂﬁ ' Kosygin and |5escu  said e Romanian
Cormanist party ehlef Leonid I, |- Suould be able o reely express
Brezhnev met in Dresden with m‘fmﬁﬁéﬂ&%@uﬂm of the Com-
s L e atiexs| " Ceausescu, who is also Roma-
Hu o Bul nﬁa and  East nia's president, stressed the par-
ngary, Rug ty would not mind if “diverse
Germany. Romania apparently|ng oyen wrong views appear.”
was not represented. | There is some evidence to sug-
A fwmh_mumuncemantn the gest that Prague may be seri-
meehrzig said Alexander Dubeek, ously iod that the tio
the reformist who replaced An- Wmﬂlwm ot nul;dmnt' fand
tonin Novetny as Communist Eitﬂuﬂcmﬁ“ﬁ e g
party first secretary I JADUA, | g “perhaps the trickiest period
wﬁmé:-. J&E‘i&u Leng:.tﬂ 35 gince Dubeek took power nearly
pE 3 ¢ ithree months ago
mﬁﬂﬁ' P"‘*ﬁ'mhmd“mﬁﬁf mnts It appears prﬁfmbla that there
includ daumau[tm?r pﬁ-t P.;ﬁm of |will be some retreat from demo-
Madve St tic radicalism which both
Wiadyslaw Gomulka and Pre-jcrad radica o
mier” Joef Cyranckiewicz, Hun-|toppled Novotny and saw new
garian party leader Janos Kadar ﬂlllwet‘mﬁ al:mmhmntfa%rid 50
and Premier Jenoe Fosk, party| In a stateme H'_Eri _
chief WHlt;r;ﬂ Iﬂﬂhuigaeﬁta nDaEpﬁgyt irﬂegglum of Ehathlstentra «LT-I::;I;H
Germany rian ' warne there ar
Premier Zhivki Zhivkov. w]iinlit'u mfxt:ﬁ ;.:he degree of liberty it
tihglh ; mlgnaﬁmcma daypms Iinruat;aa, meanwhile, more
of ﬁ?ﬂhﬁ" as prgaidaﬂtuﬂi dismissals of Novotny's %Et—
Czechoslovakia was announced. |ers are expected after Thurs:
First indicati that the |day's meeting of the central
meeting waamm Tterg by Po- committee. -
land and East Germany in an Party and government fi
attem tnshutuﬁaum-n{rutﬂm whose jobs are thought to be in

freedom that has be- include  Presidium
come § re vlglant i in- !I‘lEleEl'H- Jiri Hendrych (de-
s ﬂmnhualufpaﬁ'a. prived earlier this month of his

Ulbricht and mﬁwerflﬂnstaﬂchalt:mann_f
ch Gomulka are Emaﬂantrnrmm a;gﬂnﬂgl*:;l;ﬁ;
nists along the lines of Novotny|cal commission) p
and both have been facing trou- | Premier Otakar Simunek, De-
bles with theit own nations, |fense Minister Bohurmir Lomsky
The Czechoslovakian press, in|and Foreign Minister Vaeclav
its new-found freedom of recent David.
weeks, has printed criticism of| Novetny's successor as 3
the re § in East Germany |dent probably will be elected

and and Ceech newspa- |early in April. Tt's likely to be
ers have been confiscated in |either Gen. Ludvik Svoboda or
oth countries. Crech Josef Smrkovsky.

have been led from Poland. | Svoboda commanded Czech

(AP said were reports|forces in Russia during World

the meeting lasted more than 12| War II and was defense minister
hours. until the early 1950s.
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- the meeting, |imprisoned for years by Novot-

Was ny. But he m l};;!:un-lil;aa‘al{nr

echoslovakia under |lin, which would prefer Svobo-
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FEAR S mbn&nﬁ TACTICS
Russia’s Attitude Is Worry to Prague

By EDMUND STEVENS Yet with unrestricted freedominto Cerman without preliminar-|  As though by a miracle, the
Special to The Star of the press, jarring notes were ies (Czechs still agsume all for-| gpirit of what was once famed as
PRAGUE — Czechs were won-|sure to be sounded, such as the [eigners speak German) he s8id: |iha most advanced democracy

with =ome . suggestion in vesterday’'s Svo- “Wir ahen jeszt keine presi- i
it uneasiness [SUBECSHION I ot he o |dent;” and he grinned broadly, 1" Tiastern Europe managed fo

yesterday, about the purpose of| some to establish e i vive und itarian i
Ak qual rela-(almost triumphantly, as though |survive ariam ice-
the hastily convened meeting in tions with both Germanies and being without a head of state|cap :

Dresden of “some Communist|various int _|was the nicest thing that had This distinguishes EEE;'I'mﬂlﬂ—
parties to consider some politi-| The m happened to Czechoslovakia in 8 |yakia from nearby Poland and

B ottt 1956 a long time. Hungary where no such strong

di tHe particoants of | nobody | He wasn't the only one fo traditions existed. In

Among the participan ﬁtﬂm ¢ smile. Never had I seen so many [run this may prove most

-meatmgﬁﬂamurd!uéerm @ 1eport|{here are oth happy, friendly, outgoing faces effective r in the erntire pic-

ke ot por b o A i this ancient capital. Bveryone lure L oL, e don't by to
’ ty SEeIme enjoying exer- and and people don't try to,
Walter Ulbricht of East|, Novotny's departur e Wascising their new freedom. go too far too fast.

| fo cause repercussio
Germany and Wladyslaw Go-| Pound SnERTERE i Trade unions, for example,| Then the entire Czech dre

mulka of Poland, two n ighbor- | MOSCOW. Regardiess of his which were mere rubber stamp |could turn into & nightmare
ing countries that stro de. |Standing at home, the long time organizations, have been revital- .

£ Red boss of Czechoslovakia was|, ; .
plore mff o the E“Ir:ﬂfr Eﬁ‘ﬁ the personification of a nation ged. A ﬁmhlerﬂhip meeting in
regime under new party secre- the Russians considered their|. rﬂﬁguﬂ iﬁlEﬂ' et Whﬂtﬁ i’lﬂﬂ.‘i’f
tary Alexander Dubcel. |closest and most loyal ally. ﬁﬁgﬁmﬂﬁmﬂ*ﬂm‘mﬂ Lo ﬁf@f
There were fears here that| To the official Soviet mind this | qay, Speaker after spealcer cas-
Gomulka, Ulbricht and Russian consideration transcends all ofh-| ated the central council for
chief Leonid I Brezhnay|ers. The National Assem here | gejpcting a new secretary with-
d gang up on Dubcek and |has voted to reopen dossiers of gyt consulting them. The work-
{ry twisting his arm. postwar purge trials which were \grs threatened to go on strike
People are frankly worried Mo ruthless and more nuUmer- | or hoycott dues payments unless
ahout the Soviet atfitude and|%"® here than anywhere else.  |the appoiniment was cancelled.
anyone who comes here after| If instead of being left to pos-| (zech demoeracy has been
being in Moscow is buttonholed |ture unmolested, Novotny should | poused from a deep slumber, or
with questions of the Soviet be called to answer for his com-\from a deep freeze after. 20
reaction to what's been happen- plicity in those trials, this would years to flex ils mu:.gcle.s and

ing in Czechoslovakia, m a serious strain on Soviet- | yocal chords.

Up to now, the almost total Telations, :
silence of the Soviet press has| But ﬁ]vﬂntlmprevaﬂmgmmd
gpukenlmdgrmanwwmﬂmhare. is is unlikely to be a

Until yesterday morning, deterrent.
when newspapers carried Go- For their attitude and role

mulka’s speech and the state.|dUring those now discredited
ment of Antonin Novotny's an- trials is a key factor in deter-
nouncing his resignation as mining the status of practically

Czech president, Russians|®Y " figure in Czechoslovak
le of the turmoil in East- F'“iﬂ“ life

Furope from Western 1 first learned of Novolny's
%ﬂmm; oy W resignation from a taxidriver on

the way to town from the air-

The new leadership in this
country has been handling So- port Friday afternoon. Breaking

viet relations with kid gloves. p—
Anything that might canse
Moscow to take umbrage has
been scrupulously avoided.

| On every occasion friendship
with Soviet Russia and support
for its foreign policies has been
reaffirmed.




-..___. / |

j e

-

;Ef-;_({ A U

7

ety
L

ubcek’s Challen ge

f
.-.__.-'IJ-
L / &

Reforms by Czech

Chief Could Shake

T he Bastions of Communist Orthodoxy

By DAVID BINDER

BONN, March 24—Alexander
Dubcek—Communist hero or
Communist heretic?

Judging from reactions to the
liberalization process conducted
in Czechoslovakia by Mr. Dub-
cek, the ruling part chief, this
is the top-priority question
facing Communist leaderships
all over Eastern Europe. Late

last night the

Czechoslovak lead-
News er returned fo
Analysis Prague from an

extraordinary con-

ference in Dresden
with the Communist chieftains
of East Germany, Poland, the
Soviet Union, Hungary and Bul-
garia.

There is no parallel in the
history of the  Communist
movement for this confronta-
tion, because at no time before
were the parties in power in
Europe able to act more or less
as equals. Until recently they
were subservient to Moscow.

The issue considered at the
Dresden meeting, as the final
“notification”™ published by
various Copamunist press agen-
cies showed, was ' the three-
month-old Czechoslovak party
reform. Done in the name of
“democratization,” this reform
reached a climax last Friday
with the resignation of Presi-
dent Antonin Novoitny, alon
with more than 50 of his fol-
lowers.

A close  historic parallel
to Mr. Dubcek's party regen-

man Catholic Church begiun in
1401 in Prague by the Czech
preacher Jan Hus,

Like Hus, Mr. Dubcek is a
believer. He is determined to
rid Communism’s theocratic es-
tablishment of totalitarianism
and corruption. He and his
followers have made this re-
peatedly clear since January,
when he took over the par
secretaryship from Mr., No-
votny. In his last public
speech, on March 16 in Brno,
he declared, "Our soociety is

|free for Socialist democracy.”

Czech Communist newsmen
pointed out today that the
Prague press had published ex-
(tensive articles about Hus in

eration is the reform of the Ro-|sid

Special to The Hew Tork Tlmes

orating his deeds and their
significance for the nation.
Mr. Dubcek's challenge, with
its practical implications—a
free press, a responsible Parlia-
ment, secret and contested elec-
tions, legitimate expression of
opposition views—is shaking
Communist Europe's founda-
tions, just as the challenge of

Hus shook the 15th-century|Ss

church and its secular arm, the
Holy Roman Empire.

The remaining defenders of
Communist orthodoxy, Wladys-
law Gomulka of Poland and
Walter Ulbricht of East Ger-
many, answered with charac-
teristic acrimony. For a time,
Neues Deutschland in East Ber-
lin backed President Movotny.
The East German press sup-
pressed news of the Czechoslo-
vak reforms, and a Prague ra-
dio commentary complained of
“distortion.”

In a speech last Tuesday, Mr.
Ulbricht even put words in Mr.
Duhcek’s mouth, saying that he
had sworn “to uphold strictly”
a friendship treaty signed a
year before between East Ger-
many and Czechoslovakia. Mr.
Dubcek had not said this.

Neutral Soviet Stand

The Soviet Union, whose
party chief Leonid I. Brezhnev,
also attended the Dresden meet-
ing, has taken a largely neutral
line in public toward the events
in Prague. Similarly, the press
in Bulgaria has ided taking
es.

positive.

Last Thursday, Janos Gasz-
tonye, editor of the Budapest
party paper, Mepszabadsag,
wrote after a wvisit to Prague

ty{that no one would hail a “true

democratization process" in
Czechoslovakia more than the
Hungarian Communists. But he
warned of the tragic conse-
quences of a similar liberaliza-
tion that got out of hand in
Budapest in 1856 and ended
with Soviet tanks crushing a
full-fledged rebellion,

({the last two weeks, commem-

Yesterday, Nicolae Eﬂaﬁﬁem.
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Assoclated Press
HERO OR HERETIC? Alex-

ander Dubcek, new Czech
Communist party chairman.

the Rumanian party chief whu"\
has pushed his country further-
toward national independence,
gFenl approved of the Czecho-
ov reform. For the first
time since he took office three
years ago, he stressed the im-
portance of "public debates.”

The Yugoslav party press has
greeted tie Czechoslovak de-
velopments as a move down the
same path that President Tito
has chosen in the cause of “so-
cialist democracy.” .

This division in thé European
Communist community has ap-

rently given Mr. Dubcek some
eeway.

The last passage of the

Dresden notification says, “Con-
fidence was expressed that the
proletariat and all working peo-
ple of Czechoslovakia, under
the Ieadershig of the Commu-
nist party of Czechoslovakia,
would insure further progress
of Socialist construction in the
country.”
Since it was not signed, one
may presume that the orthodox
Marxist-Leninists like Mr. Ul-
bricht and Mr. Gomulka still
view Mr, Dubcek as a heretic.
Nevertheless, the statement
represents a conditional seal of
Communist approwval,

The conditional aspect is
made clear by the stress in the
Dresden message on the danger
of the "“aggressive aspirations
and subversive-actions of the
imperialist forces,” the need for
measures to strengthen the
Warsaw Treaty, the bloc's mili-

tary alliance, and a dire warn-
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Wounld Demoeratize Communism

/Czech Pﬁ:rty Ado pls

CZECH, From B1

West Germany.
®* The

* Czechs Adopt Reform Plan

By Anatole Shub
Washington Post Forelen Seavice

PRAGUE, April 5—The
Communist Party Central
Committee today completed a
historic week of discussions by
adopting a new action pro-
gram aimed at making Czecho-
slovakia a piloneer in the de-
mocratization of communism.

A resolution accompanying
the action program said its
purpose was to rid commu-
nism of “former aberrations”
and “build socialism in this
country in a way correspond-
Ing to our conditions and tra-
ditions.”

“"We are seeking,” the reso-
Intion eoncluded, “our Crecho-
slovak way of bullding and de-
veloping soclalism. This is our

internal affair which will be
decided by the supreme will
of our people and their honest
work,”

The action program, a 60-
page document to which seme
J000  suggested amendments
were offered in debate, will be
published on ithe weekend.
However, its main features are
known to include proposals
for: ]

* New guarantees of free-
doem of speech, press, assem-
bly and religious observance.

* Electoral laws to provide
a Dbroader choice of candi-
dates, Greater independence
for the four non-Communist
parties grouped with the Com-
munists in the National Front.

* More powers for parlia-

ment and government depart-

ments with regard to the
Party apparatus.
* Sweeping economic re-

forms designed to give enter.
prises greater independence,
achieve currency convertibil-
ity, revive a imited amount of
private enferprise and in-
crease frade with the West,

* An independent Judi-

i elary.

® A Tederal status of na-
tional equality for Slovakia in
a new gonstitution to he
drafted and adopted by the
end of next year, -

Implied in the program are
an end to economic depend
ence on the Soviet Union; ne

See CZECH, B5, Col. 3

gotiations to normalize rela.
tions with the Roman Catholie
\|Church and realistie dialogue
toward a modus vivendi with

promised reforms,
!spurred by the revolutionary
‘developments of the past four
weeks, are believed to consti-
tute the most dramatic and
important change in <astern
{Europe in two decades. They
are fully comparable with the

Democratic Progmm

-Iinternal evolution of Yugosla

via since 1948, which ha:
greatly influenced this coun
Lry's new leaders,

Effects on other Eastern Eu
ropean countries, and on the
Soviet Unlon, are expected to
be considerable. Nelghboring
Hungary is watching the
Crechoslovak experiment with
intense  attention. Develop
menis in East Germany, Po
land and the Soviet Union
have been moving toward
grealer conservatism, if any
thing,

The fate of Czechoslovakia's
advance toward democratiza-
tion is likely to be decided by
the abllity of the new leaders
to revive the economy, the at
titude taken by the Sovief
Union, and the responsivenes:
of Western and neutral coun
tries.

The Central Committe
today also pledged a “full and
Just rehabilitation of all per-
sohs" unjustly persecuted he.
tween 1948 and 1954, ineluding
“moral, personal and social
satisfaction and financial com-
pensation.” It vowed that “per-
sons who took an active and
immediate part” in the Stalin-
ist persecufions “must not
hold any important posts in
the social and political life of
our society.”

Local elections, originally
scheduled May 19, were post-
poned. until “next autumn at
the earliest” to permil adop-
tion of a new election law.
The next Party congress, origl-
nally due to meet in the fall
of 1870, probably will meet in

1869,



