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Iron Curtain No Bar
To Students’ Revolt

By SMITH HEMPSTONE
European Correspondent of The Star

PRAGUE — Slogan-shouting
stud e nt s barricaded them-
selves into the university
buildings. Mini-skirted coeds
furiously condemned the po-
lice for their “indescribable,
brutal behavior” in breaking
up the demonstrations and ac-
cused the press of ‘falsely
reporting” what had happened.

Long-haired student leaders
called for the resignations of
top political leaders and de-
manded social, economic and
political equality for all.

Paris? Berlin? Berkeley?
Morningside Heights? No, Bel-
grade in June of 1968.

Student revolution is no re-

of political borders or

ideological frontiers. Eastern
European students from Bra-
tislava to Kiev, like their
peers in the West, have been
strident in their demands for
their visions of a better, more
democratic society.

While every Eastern Euro-

'-%hird of Si; Articles

pean country has had its trou-
bles with students this year,
those of Czechoslovakia and
Yugoslavia have been most
successful in bringing pres-
sure to bear on the established
order.

Here in Prague it was a stu-
dent leader named Jiri Muller,
a name still vi unknown
in the West, who had virtually
as much to do with the over-
throw of Antonin Novotny’s
Stalinist regime as did Alex-
ander Dubceg, the reformist
Communist party secretary.

In December 1965, while No-
votny was still firmly in the
saddle, Muller, an engineering
student at Prague’s
600-year-old Charles Univer-
sity, got up at a conference of
the = Communist-controlled
Czechoslovak Union of Youth
(CSM) to argue that the or-
ganization should "express

See EUROPE, Page A-10
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IS IS a uniquely difficult time to be
reading a basically optimistic appraisal of
cultural life in Eastern Europe. Not since
before 1956 have “things"—to use the sug-
gestive parlance of Polish friends—seemed
so abundantly gloomy. Culture's struggle
with the dictatorship of the proletariat,
the seesaw of which Yorick Blumenfeld
writes, is for the moment heavily weighted
on the side of the philistines.

“Seesaw"” appears to have been conceived
and written—except for some last-minute
changes—before the invasion of Czecho-
slovakia in August. Few events in history
have so dramatically demonstrated the
weakness and fragility of cultural freedom
as did the erushing influx of several hun-
dred thousand Warsaw Pact soldiers. The
context in which “Seesaw” has been pre-
sented is more hopeful than the present
situation justifies.

But Blumenfeld's book, surely one of the
first popular studies of cultural life in East-
ern Europe, is not just about cultural free-
dom. It is primarily about the less tangible
process of cultural awakening, a process
Blumenfeld calls “the most meaningful de-
velopment occuring in the Communist
regimes of Eastern Europe in the mid-
sixties.”

IN A NOTABLY comprehensive introdue-
tion, the author describes the significance
of this awakening in political terms. “Be-
cause the arts are the most effective media
of protest exposing those abuses the party
tries fo cover up, the Communist leadership
correctly recognizes the arts as one of the
most dynamic oppositional factors to the
dictatorship.” :

Perhaps the best illustration of this
fundamental point is the unhappy case of
Poland. At the vanguard of cultural life in
Eastern Europe, only a few years ago,
Poland is now among the most repressed.
Wladyslaw Gomulka, who came to power
as something of a liberal in 1956, has long
since unleashed the forces of anti-intellec-
tualism.

Many of Poland’s best-known -writers,
film makers and playrights have left the
country or are on extended trips abroad.
Roman Polanski, the director, is married
to a Hollywood starlet and is making slick
horror films; Slawomir Mrozek, who wrote
“Tango,” a devastating portrayal of des-
potism, is living in Italy; Jan Kott, ack-
nowledged as a leading interpreter of
Shakespeare, has been teaching in this
country for two years and shows no inclina-
tion & leave; Leopold Tyrmand, a brilliant
yvoung author, lives in New York, where he
was joined recently by Ida Kaminska, the
great Yiddish actress known to the world
through the Czech film, “The Shop of Main
Street.” And, of course, there are others.

ross-Curtain Culture

By Peter Osnos
Washington Post Staff Writer

Book Review
‘Seesaw: Cultural Life
In Eastern Europe’

By Yorick Blumenfeld (Harcourt, Brace &
World, 276 pp., $5.95).

Within Poland itself, dozens of writers,
journalists, dramatists and teachers have
lost their jobs, many because they are
Jewish, others—like the renowned philoso-
pher, Leszek Kolakowski—because of their
outspoken dismay over the demise of the
reforms of 1956.

According to Blumenfeld, all that is left
of the Polish nouvelle vague are a few
painters and musicians. And most of these,
one should add, can no longer be regarded as
rogressive.
p. In Poland, the process of cultural awaken-
ing has been stymied. But elsewhere in
Eastern Europe, where the awakening was
slower in coming and more cautious in its
expression, it is still taking place. Blumen-
feld’s chapters on Poland and particularly
Czechoslovakia seem politically dated, but
he also writes of poetry and satire in Hun-
gary, architecture and the philosophical
“praxis” in Yugoslavia, literature in Bul-
garia, television in Rumania, opera in East
Germany and what he calls the “cultural
mini-revolution” in Albania,

ON BALANCE, Blumenfeld's assessment
of these efforts is sympathetic, sometimes
favorable. Hungarians, he tells us, “are the
only artists who successfully manage to com-
bine love and politics in their poetry.” Blu-
menfeld sees Eastern European culture de-
veloping out of its own varied roots, rela-
tively free of the mustiness of Soviet social-
ist realism and the wvulgarity of Western
commercialism.

But he also points out that much of the
work that seems courageous and imaginative
within the framework of a Communist dic-
tatorship might seem flat and stale in a
society where restrictions are minimal. Blu-
menfeld, who is a Newsweek feature editor
and former Eastern European correspond-
ent, confesses that paintings imbued with
a romantic message in Prague and Warsaw
looked somber on the walls of his New York
apartment, where they are stripped of the
esthetic symbolism the painters sought to

-attain.

But what is finally most important is not
the quality of the work being done in
Eastern Europe, but the fact that it is being
done at all. People who create are not easy
people to suppress.

© 1968, The Washington Post Co.
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Dubcek Bends to Mo

By HARRY SCHWARTZ

Are the terrible days of
secret police terror and purges
about to return to Czechoslo-
vakia? Will Alexander Dubcek,
whose ascent to power almost
a year ago ushered in the
“Czechoslovak spring,” be the
helpless puppet used by Mos-
cow to restore the worst
wintry political weather of the
Novotny and Gottwald eras?

These dark possibilities have

been raised by Mr. Dubcek
himself in his Bratislava speech
this weekend, an address that
marks his deepest capitulation
thus far to Moscow pressure.
In that speech, Mr. Dubcek de-

clared his political platform to

be last month's Czechoslovak
Communist party Central Com-
mittee resolution, which repre-
sents an almost complete ide-
ological surrender to Russia.

Then, after assailing the
Breat majority of the Czecho-
slovak people who still re-
fuse complete surrender to the
Soviet occupiers, Mr. Dubcek
declared:

“If these tendencies hinder-
ing our way should continue,
unavoidable measures would

me necessary, measures
appearing undemocratic, but
serving democracy to chase
anarchist elements baclc."

The significance of this clear
threat to purge journalists,
trade union officials and others
who have kept up Czechoslo.
vakia's resistance is particu-

larly great because it was made
by Mr. Dubcek. Those he now
assails as “anarchist elements"”
are precisely the people who
were his most devoted sup-
porters before last August's
Soviet invasion—~those who
have used Dubcek’s name as
a symbol of continued dema-
cratic sympathies even in the
four months since the massive
violation of Czechoslovak
sovereignty by Soviet troops.
A month ago a similar threat
was made by Lubomir Strougal,
the politician who has risen
most rapidly in the Czechoslo-
vak Communist party hierar-
chy since the invasion, \
“It is impossible to tolerate
any longer the direct expres-
sion of non-Marxist opinions
by Communists,” Mr. Strougal
declared, adding, “A policy of
defiance and resistance which

makes use of national emo-

tions only leads people into
adventurism. Unfortunately,
this policy finds too much
Space at present in our com-
munications media."”

Threat of Force

What should be done about
these prﬁhlems? Mr. h;sn-uugln]
was frank enough in his reply:
"Where normal political meth-
ods are of no help, it is neces-
sary to use force. This is in
the interest of the party and
the society.”

These threats wundoubtedly
reflect Moscow's deep dissatis-

faction with the continued de-
fiance of itz will in Czecho-
slovakia.

Four months after the inva-
sion, Czechoslovakia still has
far more freddom and deﬁuﬁ
racy than any other country

in the Soviet- bloc. Only last
weekend, members the
Czechoslovak  National  As-
sembly dared publicly de-

nounce Hungary and Bulgaria
for their participation in the
invasion,

The Czechoslovak press is
now only a pale shadow of its
free - wheeling, free - speaking,
exuberant past last spring and
summer. Nevertheless, it is still
the most informative, most
honest and most heretical press
in any nation occupied by
Soviet troops. '

Mr. Dubeek, who seems a
tragic figure indeed these days,
was undoubtedly forced to
voice his latest threats by
Kremlin pressure of the harsh-
est sort. His reference to “un-
foreseeable consequences” if
the nation does not fully capit-
ulate is very evidently a re-
minder that if Moscow's pa-
tience runs out completely it
can sweep away Prague's pres-
ent Government and install a
captive dictatorship based on
nothing more than Soviet tanks
and bayonets,

The vague agreement for
Soviet economic aid signed in
Prague yesterday is undoubted-
ly aimed at sugar-coating the

scow’s Pressure

bitter pill Moscow  wants
Czechoslovakia to swallow,

Mr. Strougal's threat of
“force” a month ago proved
completely ineffective in fore- *
ing the Czechoslovak people's”
moral and political surrender.
If anything it stimulated the
unity of intellectyals and
workers in resisting such pres-
sure. Moscow was warned of
mass strikes as the answer to
any purges of journalists or
other resistance leaders. '
New Terror Looms

Will Mr. Dubcek’s plea prove
any more effective in winning
the voluntary, final and com-
plete capitulation of the
Czechoslovak people? The an-
swer is likely to be negative,

If Moscow wants to end the
present remaining freedom and
heresy in Czechoslovakia, it
must—either directly or indi-
rectly—use tactics of force and
terror. Those tactics are almost
certain to be resisted—and per-
hap,i not always nonviolently.
th& new, difficult i:;

e tragic yet inspi story o
Czechoslovakia's aﬁeﬂ drive
for freedom seems about to
begin, a chapter that may well
claim many more victims than
anything that has yet happened
since the Dubcek era began,

3 .
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HARRY SCHWARTZ is a mem-
ber of the editorial board _
The Times. ; :

l'I . L



o

4
——
L

~‘Underground’WitBaffles Russians

By Karl E. Meyer
Weshisgtion Past Porelen Secvice
RAGUE—II, as the eliche helds,
Czechoslovakin is the heart of Eu-
rope, then quite arguably the heart-
beat jtself can be found in a tiny caba-
ret theater
called the Sem.
afor, where
two very pop- BB
ular comedians
confect a hit-

tersweet humor 3.
that could only "';""__l' “'-"ll_i'?'-'-tl 1 s
bé made in f"‘TI__.i‘_._;: LI
Fragus,

Like mogi of the city's 2.0dd thea
ters, Semafor is reached through an in-
terminable arcade and its stage is
below the pavement—an underground
forum for the kind of underground wit
that baffles and exasperates the Soviet
Unian,

Performances are always standing-
roam-only, even though the two come-
dians—Jiri Suchy and Jirf Slitr—have
been patting on similar programs for o
decade. It is asionishing to see usually
etaid Czeshs at these performances;
the audience joins in songs and in the
animated repartee with the stars that
ends the show, Encores last half an
hour.

Slitr 1s a fortyish man whe slouches
around the stage wearing a bowler hat
and ‘an expression of deadpan sadness,
In contrast, Suchy is small and puck-
Ish and bounces around lke a mari-
onetle whose responses are comtraolled
by hiz audience.

The show last week at the Sema-
for was "“The Devi]l of Vihohrad™ a
raghag of skits, songs and tricks with
lights interspersed with poker-dfaced
lectures on what to do in the ease of
fire, flood, earthquake or military dis-
asters like .an invasion. Midway, two
Pretty giris ourst onto the stage and
Ingist on singing, :

Slitr partiently explains that not ev-
eryone can get into the act; after all,
there are 14 million Crzechoslovaks,
“eounting only those who really helong
here” Later, there js difficalty with

flage lights. Slir remarks that there
are I3 lghts, of which 12 are made in
the west and work. The other light,
which emphatically doesn't work, was
made in & socialist country, and, “of
tourse, we love that most of all.” The
andience roars.

The Semafor's other show is a bril
lant satire called “The Last Stop,”
which is about a sanitarium where all
the patienis die. Their despalring doc-

¢ lers admit & bealthy young man sz a

patient in the hope of giving the place
a better name — but even the new.
comer perishes. The political point i
not logt on citizens of a once-healthy
country who are forced to live in a so
ciallst sanitarium.

This alluzive and elliptical wit forms

4 grace note to songs and pantomime

that could be enjoyed anywhere, even
in Moscow. The Semafor has per-
formed in Franes and Germany, but
I was surprised to hear from Slitr that
the troupe has nol received an invita-
tien fo play In America or Britain, an
oversight that surely must bha cor
rected,

&4

Unezeched Procreation

ZECHS WERE diverted last week

by a “30-vear plan of normaliza-
tion™ presented by Jan Prohazka, an
eminent liberal author. Writing in the
literary weekly Listy, Prohazka sug-
gests that the bed is Crechoslovakis's
ultimate secret weapon.

He quotes a fietitious opinion pell
which claims to show that 51 per cent
of the citizens like “the activities pre.
ceding the conceptlon of a baby,” an-
olher 12 per cent express no objection,
18 per cent are indifferent and only 11
per cent have reservations. So with a
lttle purposeful love-making, he calou-
fates, three milllon families ecisld have
ten children each in 2 decade,

By 1878, there would be 44 million
Czechoslovaks. And by 1098, even al-
lowing a tem.year rest pause, there
would be 128 million Crechoslovaks,
He coneludes:

“At that stage, the majority of other

countries would have to treat us de-
cently, We would he free and even sov.
ereign, and nothing could prevent uws
from carrying out the reform which
was drawn up so fortunately for us in
the historle spring of 1088 by dreamer
Ota Sik.™

(Dr. Sik, of course, I8 the economie
planmer now living in Baszel, Switzer-
land.)

ey

Kremlin Loses Friend
A!’f INTERESTING man to ges in

FPrague is Dr. Josef Hromadika, the
cauntry's
tant theologian, who
argued for ndship with the Soviet
Union, so [much so that some

Hungarian
he recelved
ultimate accolade

His views have undergone a profound
change, On Aug. 22, he was among the
first prominemt Czechs 4o denounce
the invasion of this country by five
Warsaw Pact armies, In an open leiter
o the Sovlet ambassador in Prague, he
said, “My deepest feeling is of disillu-
sionment, sorrow and shame. Some-
thing has happened which cannot be
rectified, a loss of love and respect for
the Soviet Union which will not be
overcome for many decades.”

Dr. Hremadka iz president of the
Christian Peace Conference, an inter-
national organization which held g
meeting in Paris in October. He was
asked by prelates of the Russian Or-
thadox Church not to go to Paris or, if
he did, not 10 allow the invasion to be
discussed.

He refused, sending a confidential
memarandum to the conneil describing
hiz anguish, observing, amang other
things: “In my mind, Aug. 21 is en.
graved with muech darker colors tham
March 15, 1938 (the Hitler occupation),
The Nazis were our chief enemiss . . .
hut on Aug. 21 it was our friends and
allies who invaded our country.”

A warm-hearied man of 79, he now

lives In retirement In a small Prague
apariment. For decades he was dean
of Comenlous Seminary, and his pupils
include nearly every Protestant pastor
in the country. His English is elo.
quent; from 1B38 do 1847, he taught at
Frinceton Theologleal Seminary,

Nearly four months afier the inva-
sion, what does Dr. Hromadka think?

“I belleve we won on Aug. 21. We
were not defeated morally or politi-
cally, only militarily, Now that we can
look back, people have started to ask
whether nonviolence is more potent
than the arrogance of power, We didn't
have any theories about pacifism—we
didn't have time to think sbout theo-
ries. But I have a feeling that we have
done something that will be important
to pacifist doctrine,”

Dr. Hromadka's church, the Evangel.
leal Chureh of Czech Brethren, has g
pacifist traditon, but not a particu-
larly strong one, Curlously, in ‘this na-
tion of passive resisters, the law makes
scant allowsnce for conscientions objee-
tors. Beginning in 1952, some provision
was made-—partly az a result of Dir,
Hromadka's personal intervention—for
purely religious objectors, But the
cases have been few and have mainly
involved theological siudenis,

For Dr. Hromadka, the most trou-
bling aspect of Soviet policy has hesn
the tendency to anti-Semitism. “T am
baffled by i," he says, “and I am
deeply distressed by the uwse of the
phrase “Jewish extraction’ in a pejora-
tive zense.™

While talking, Dr. Hromadka sat on
a small wood gtool—his “chalr of
moral atonement.” In his bosklined
study, one saw pictures of Pope John,
Lenin, Thomas Masaryk and Jan Hus
—3an ecumenical pantheon that one
may perhaps find only in Prague.
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Pointed Humor

BEE‘I‘ JOKE heard last week.
Question: What iz the luckiest
country in the world?
Anawer: Israel. It is surrounded -1
40 million enemies.
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{CZECH TV REVIEWS
 SCENES OF INVASION

- Spectal 16 The New York Times

PRAGUE, Dec. 30 — Czecho-
slovaks watched on television
tonight a dramatic review of
the S_ﬁv‘iezled iélgaﬁinni o§ their
country Aug. 20-21, inc uding
films of the Soviet tanks and a
blood-spotted flag. @ |
| The invasion scenes were part
|of an hour-long program re-
|viewing news events around the
world, including the assassina-
,{tion of Senator Robert F. Ken-
|nedy, the United States elec-
;/tion campaign and scenes of the
Vietnam war, :
.| Then the program took about

10 minutes to review events
here, showing film of the rise
to power of Alexander Dubcek,
.|First Secretary of the Commu-
'|nist party, the negotiations with
|the Warsaw Pact countries over
(the liberalization program and
(then the invasion by the So-
(viet Union, Poland, East Ger-
|many, Hungary and Bulgaria.

“The price Czechoslovakia
paid for looking into itself to
solve the urgent problems was
|great, too great,” the comment-
|ator said. |
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| The scenes showed the. faces
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