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CZECH, From Al

But this protest has not been
published in Czechoslovakia
or in the Soviet government
paper Izvestia.

Informants said the protest
was considerably milder than
the attack that appeared in
| Pravda, though it was said to
| have warned that Moscow
held the Czechoslovakia au-
thorities responsible and that
|if necessary Soviet
|would be used to protect So-

viet property.

similar massive demonstration
might occur if Czechoslovakia
won the world ice hockey
championships match against

quiet.

Friday's demonstrations
brought tens of thousands of
{jubilant fans into Prague
streets.

The tendency of the Cezch
fovernment, aside from the
Interior Ministry, and of the
Soviet government press to
play down the incident was
taken by observers here to In-
dicate a desire in some Mos-
cow cireles to avoid a new and
ugly confrontation over Czecho-
slovakia that would focus
world attention there once
tagain, just when the Kremlin
is trying to placate world

" |Communist Parties about the

invasion and stress socialist

|solidarity in respect to the
2|Chinese threat.

'Smrkovsky Is Target
The Pravda attack particu-

ite target of the Kremlin,

.|Josef Smrkovsky, chairman of

the National Assembly, for al-
leged involvement in the Fri-

day incidents.
The press, radio and televi-

troops

The warning was clearly|
geared to the possibility that a/time he was saved by massive

the Swedish team Sunday in|
Stockholm. But the Ezachnsln-;
vaks lost and the city was

lof Milada Boleslava, 30 miles

larly singled out an old favor-
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sion was also blamed for whip-
ping up nationalist emotions.

Tonight the Presidium of
the Assembly issued a state-
ment in defense of Smrkowv-
sky, noting that he had been
at a meeting and his limousine
was only drawn into the down-
town area by huge jams of
traffic converging on the area
after the victory.

The stage was thus set for a
repeat. of the January show-
down in which the Soviets
failed to strip the liberal
Smrkovsky of his positions in
the top leadership. At that

'support in the Czechoslovak
tra:le unions,

| The Interior Ministry report
made no mention of Smrkov-
sky's alleged presence at the

demonstrations, but it said
that demonstrators had done
$130,000 damage to the Aero-
flot buillding and that there
had been “gross violations of
publie order” elsewhere.

Attack on Barracks
| At the Soviet garrison town |

from Prague, “window screens
were broken in barracks and
Soviet representatives were at-
tacked by abusive language.”

At Usti nad Labem in north-
ern Bohemia a building hous-
ing the Soviet command was
also said to have been se-
verely damaged and Soviet ve-
hicles set on {ire,

‘The Interior Ministry listed
a number of injured police-
men. But observers reported
some confusion by authorities
on how to proceed during the
Prague celebrations, at which
they were vastly outhum-
bered. One group of riot po-
lice .was unloaded in the Aero-
flot vicinity, only to climb
back into their trucks a few
minutes later.

The report and the after-

math have been of interest to

observers because the Czech
Interior Minister, Josef Groes-
ser, has been under fire in the
press and from progressives

for allegedly tolerating con-
servative activity in the Czech
lands, including the distribu-
tion of the occupation newspa-
per “Zpravy.”

From Moscow, Reuters re-
ported on the Pravda attack
as follows:

Pravda said the Prague inci-
dent was “an organized, care-
fully prepared nationalist out-
burst with definite political
almsﬂb

It took place because the
leadership of the Czechoslo-
vak Communist Party and the
Prague authorities had net
condemned a demonstration a
week earlier after Czechoslo-
vakia's first victory over Rus-
sia in the championships, the
newspaper indicated. It added
that besides ransacking the
airline office , the demonstra-
tors built fires on Wenceslas
Square with airline docu-
ments.

The article was seen here as
the toughest Soviet indictment
of Prague leaders for many
months and its tone recalled
similar complaints before the
Soviet invasion last August
that said the Czechoslovak
leadership was too soft with
“antl-socialist forces."”

The importance of the arti-
cle was underlined when it
was issued in full by the offi-
cial Tasz news agency.

Smrkovsky Again

Concerning Smrkovsky, Prav-
da said:

“Some newspapers touchingly
noted that none other than J.
Smrkovsky, who, as is known,
has involved himself in such
actions more than once, took
part in the mob scene in Wen-
ceslas Square.

“Once again he appeared

Czechs Damaged Soviet Camps

among the partielpants of a
anti-Soviet outhbursts”,

The article noted that aftel
the earlier demonstration “the

Czechoslovak authorities dis
not come out against these un
healthy and dangerous phe
nomena."

It also rejected a Czechoslo
vak assertion that the first dem
onstration was spontaneous. .

The demonstrations and the
evenis preceding them “show
convincingly that definite peo
ple are directing all these pro
vocative actions."” Pravda said

[There were reports in Mos
cow that visas for at leas
some forelgn journalists wers
being held up by the Czecho
slovak Foreign Ministry as
result of the Friday outburst.

E. Germany Eases
On Security Talks

Reuters

EAST BERLIN, March 31—
The East German Council o
State today said a Europea:
security conference could help
West and East Germany reack
agreement on easing tension
between them.

In a resolution on the recem
Warsaw Pact meeting in Buda
pest, which proposed the con
ference, the Counecil alse
called on West Germany to
participate in a preparatory
meeting for the conference.

The wording of the resolu
tion, quoted by the East Ger
man news agency ADN, was
milder and the tone more opti-
mistic than previous commen-
taries on the subject.

It contrasted with a speech
by East German head of state
Walter Ulbricht ten days ago
to the all-party National Front
in East Berlin, in which he
said the proposed conference
could not take place unless
West  Germany recognized
East Germany. /
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Soviet Investi

By Dan
Washington Poat
PRAGUE, April 1—Moscow
today intensified pressure on
the Czechoslovak regime in
.|the wake of Friday’s anti-So-
‘|viet disorders by sending a
.|deputy foreign minister here,
reportedly to launch a Soviet-
led investigaton into the causes
|of the disturbances and the re-|
isponsibility for them. '
The arrival of Deputy For-
eign Minister Vladimir Se-
myonov, along with the an-
nounced visit vesterday of So-
+| viet. Defense Minister Andrei|
.| Grechko, indicated to observ-
ers that the Kremlin has de-
cided to make use of the inei-
dents to weaken their liberal
opponents here,

Tens of thousands of Czechs
land Slovaks in a number of
cities, including Soviet parri-
s5o0n towns, demonstrated after
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powers was banned under the

Oct. 18 treaty.

This morning, several pap-
ers retorted to the Pravda ar-
ticle, including the youth
paper Mlada Fronta and the
trade union paper Prace, The
latter noted that those who
have taught that sports have
political significance should
not be surprised when politics
is read into sports results.

The Union of Czech Metal
Workers, which in January de-
fended Federal Assembly
Chairman Josef Smrkovsky
against Soviet attacks, will
meet Thursday. Pravda
charged that Smrkovsky was
involved in the demonstra-
tions. Smrkovsky has denied
the charge.

Against this background of

renewed friction between Mos-
cow and Prague, Czech Infe-

their country’'s win over the

rior Minister Josef Groesser

;’/?ZM; /7;%% Ce s &
“Moscow Steps Up
Over Czech D

Fres
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MOSCOW, April 1—Is this|

sure

strations

R_ spiiniscent of Last August

By Anatole Shub

t Porelgn Serviee
the ice of a foul political game

/F6 -

August all over again? That|. . . have slipped badly. Using
is the question diplomatic ob-|sports language, the time has
‘servers here were asking as|come to send them off the

Soviet Union Friday at the ice | was called before a committee
hockey  championships in of the Czech National Couneil
iStuckhﬂlm. The Soviet Aero-| (parliament) for a hearing.

they anxiously watched the]
Soviet military in Czechoslo-'
vakia.

Once again, as last August,
Soviet and allled troops are
“routinely” maneuvering in
and around Czechoslovakia.
This morning, Soviet Defense
Minister Andreli Grechko ar-
rived at the main accupation
headquarters of Milovice, some
two hours north of Prague. A
visit by Grechke to Soviet
troops poised on the Czech-
oslovak border Aug. 16-17
foreshadowed the Aug. 20 in-
vasion,

Vladimir Semyonov, an ex-
perienced Deputy Foreign
Minister, arrived in Prague
today as well. Observers here
were wondering whether his
presence is needed to manage
whatever the Soviet Politburo
has in mind politically—avaid- |
ing the August mismanage-

| conservatives,
| SEIVErs

(flot airline office in Prague|
iwas wrecked, and the Czech|
Interior Ministry yesterday reui
ported damage to Soviet bar-
. racks as well, !

| According to the Czechoslo-

-iuak news agency, Ceteka,|
yonov was met here hy |

- Sem
" Oldrich Kaderka, deputy chief

‘of relations with other Com-
- munist Partieg, and by Deputy |

Foreign Minister Jan Basniak.
| The usual special emissary for |
| Czechoslovak affairs in the So-|
| viet Union, Vagily Kuznetsov,

'was in the United States for|

Gen. Eisenhower's funeral,

| Sourees said Semyonov was |

'here to make a full assessment

of the incident, with the help

of Soviet investigators, and de-

®| termine whether the Party ap- |

/| paratus acted az a trustworthy |

»|ally in its efforts to prevent
d | anti-Soviet actions,

On Saturday, Soviet Ambas-|

.| sador Stefan Cervenenko is!

. |revorted to have told Premier

, Oldrich Cernik in a nate that |

" the destruction to Soviet 'prcrp-|
_erty was a breach of the Oct. |
"t | 18" Soviet-Czechoslovak treaty
°lin which the Prague leader-
"€ | ship accepted the occupation |
|and took responsibility for|
protecting the visiting armies.

The note has not been pub-
lished in Moscow or Prague,
which is taken by some ob-
servers to mean that there are
still elements in both govern-|
ments that want to handle the
,,gllssue quietly and discreetly,
ye-| thus avoiding a new confronta-
\tion that would again focus
|world attention on Soviet sup-
pression of the country,

The seriousness of the situa-
"% tion was indicated by the fact
"% that Cernik dealt with the dis.
ck- orders during a special session
nd| today of the Federal and
of| Czech Communist Party Pre-
@ | sidiums.
ch| The government informa-
ng tion office today warned all
- newspapers not to respond to
iz attacks against the Party lead-
‘0| ership in yesterday's Pravda.

v|The information office. said
polemics with the occupying!

7
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it |
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m- |

Under the federated form of ment by Soviet Ambassador to
government instituted last Prague Stepan Chervonenko,
year, there are both Czech and| Observers noted that the po-
Slovak governments with their|litical climate was being pre.
ministries and parliaments, as Pared for some kind of action.
well as the Federal—or Czech- T0day’s Komsomolskaya Prav.
oslovak—government. (da continued the attack on
Aecording to delegates at-'czﬁhmmr“ Poots AT nfor-,
tending the Council session, go/0r media over the anti
the Interior Minister was|ga. ©iope - < O o
sharply attacked for his f““‘fﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁdﬂﬂ?ﬂﬁﬂf m'i:'r?: '.
ance of an exhaustively de'lP‘rague Aeroflot nfﬁu: wa
tailed report of damage to E"3"'1-uhmen:1. and Soviet army l'lna:rf
&riet facilities during the ﬂiﬂﬁl“!mcks at Mlada Boleslavw
ers. . ‘stoned, in the wake of demon-
The report was embarrass- strations celebrating Cwecho-
ing to the Federal leadershlp.! slovakia's second straight hock-
Soviet newspapers and offi- ey victory over the Soviet
cials have seized on it to indi-|team in the world tournament
cate that the leaders are not at Stockholm.
in control in Prague. 7 The youth paper attacked
Sources said Groesser also M1ada Fronta, Lidova Democ-
was questioned as to why F3¢ie, Prace, Zemedelske No-
police were not under orders ¥NY, E"ﬂhﬂdl‘e Slovo, Smena.,
to, defend Soviet I:ﬂ,ﬂplm.t:",,Rne;:u:rrt.er and -other news~i
more vigorously. nhaervar-s[?ap"m and magn:inea:" as well|
have testified that police/® radio and television. The|
seemed uncertain how to pro-|9€Monstration, said the Soviet
ceed Friday night. organ, had nothing in com.'

Groesser is the No. 1 target mﬂ L:,]:;h “
of Czech progressives. Cestmir g0 aistic
Ciﬂﬂl‘, chairman of the czﬂh!hr—mnc i.r:g Pﬂlitj
National Council has called for|  gpasim
hiz resignation. Groesser also ;
is facing a Party investigating
committee on charges that he|

. editorial

. : Hungarian Commu
violated the Party line when/,; . ;

Warsaw Pact maneuvers shown an ability to tack with
presently are being held in Po- oncoming Soviet winds, de-
land, East Germany and clared that the “nationalist
Czechoslovakia, and Soviet wave" in Prague “poses a dan-|
Defense Minister Gred:kui'ger not only to Czechoslovak-|
visited the Russian barracks in|Soviet ties, but also to Czech- |
Milovice yesterday. |osluvakia's ties with other so-

\cialist countries.” The Hun-

‘garian paper repeated the ac-

icua.ntiun made by Pravda
E'yEs.terdn}f that Czech progres-|

‘sive leader Josef Smrkovsky
was among the demonstrators

Japan Road Toll Up

TOKYO, pril 1 (UPI)—Th
National Police Agency said

today 3506 persons died in|—g charge Smrkovsky had
traflfic aceidents throughout|denied.
Japan in the first three| [NePszabadsag concluded that

hockey is played on slippery
iice, but “there is no doubt
that those who dared this
time in Prague to emerge onto

months of 1969, an increase of
440 over the corresponding
period last vear,

field.”

Soviet hardliners have com-
plained since the January
Prague demonstrations in
favor of Smrkovsky and after
the suicide of Jan Palach that
the Kremlin had accepted any
compromise with the Svoboda-
Dubeek - Cernik - Smrkovsky
leadership in Prague. “Once
we intervened,” they have
told Westerners, we should
have cleaned up the whole
cesspool once and for all”

A Soviet delegation of
Party control speclalists, led
by Politburo member Arvid
Pelshe, arrived in Prague Feh.
27 and spent two weeks in
the country — mostly confer-
ring with Vasil Bilak, Alois
Indra, Milan Jakes and other
Some ob-
believe the delega-
tion’s main purpose was to
review the Czechoslovak Com-
munist Party's cadre or per-

sonnel files in preparation for
'a purge. '

While most observers
considered the situation grave,
some felt obligated to note
at least two ironies in Soviet
press treatment. Although
Pravda and Komsomolskaya
Pravda complained bitterly
about the wreckage of the
Aeroflot office in Prague,
nothing has yet been done to
repalr the damage done to
the Chinese Embassy in Mos-
cow by Soviet demonstration
last month.

Komsomolskaya Pravda al-
s0 complained that Czechoslo-
vak television jammed the So-
viet national anthem after the
Russians beat Canada in
Stockholm., However, Soviet
television completely cut off
the Intervision telecasitz of
both losing games with Czech-
oslovakia within seconds of
the final buzzer, presumably
to avoid both the Czechoslo-
vak anthem and the pro-Czech.

he spoke out against feaerﬂﬁ-?mm; qu . . te agph_:w-:.
jzation of the Czechoslovak| pows agency Tass tnm["g”hmtt,i
state in a speech Feb, 8. |Nenazahadsa i Pl L
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8 cerfalnly different.” There
are many problems, but, with
one or bwo exceplons it is
pit grim. The people — amd
that means the common peo-
ple — seam fo prefer social-
ism. They merely wanl to
eake it better. Basically, that
iz= what all the £ is
about today,

One of many signs that blos-
somed overnight in Crechoslo-
I':IJ-:J]a -E_t]:rﬂiaﬂﬂll‘,:tj.t feeling in
a language EVECYONE
could understand. It said:

SOCTALIZMUS, ANG

OEUPANTI, NE

‘Altractive Fealures'

A student from Prage, who
hes participated in all the
demonsirations, put it this
way: "Despite all our failores
| and disenchantments, we
have in our system some at-
tractive faatures,” ;

A Polish agrieultsiral leatder
had mare truth than
prlemics when he said that in
hisz socialist country, 85 per-
cent of the agrarian land was
privately awned,

“And the peasanis,” he said,
“decided this for themselves,
and we pccepted it and we
allow the peasants to Live ac-
cording to

wishes, Tf
evaluate & svslem, what hﬁ
"of -

portant iz a

the systems by the masses of
people, and this policy 13 ac
fﬂjm.”

Matlonalism Retained

their basic nationalism. They
are Poles or Crzechs or Yuge-
slavs or Hungarians before
they are anything else.

Ore patriol, who had been in
the West and decided to re-
turn, has sulfered for it, But
he never intends is beave,

“MNa,™ he =zaid, *“T am needed
! here. I never regret that I de-

Ejrdﬂl{.l to go back o my coun-

And mno maiter how

Eﬂﬂr'le favoe & socialist

'I
! flourishes and y

particalarly true in the

ﬂmme eountires visited, Po-

In 4 village back in the Car-
Eﬂthmn BMountzing, a Polish
ighlander with magnificently

i
15eis

The Communist Voices Point 1%

chiseled features told of a con-
versati i
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If you wanted fo, you could
almaat beliewe the East Eurs-
hed been when

mnﬁ.mﬁmﬂ; up their
unflatiering impression of the
America they s=aw from
ahoard. OF all dEmincidents,
‘bope had mare g al im-

remembered something. He

Life" Ri-
fles, pistols, whips and
daggers Eum it;
The offiert 10 I i Sy
me without a ward, I had
been i when Raobert

was assassinated,
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dizeusslans put ta r

In the old market square in
Erakow, a place that has ceen
a serpes of invasions and wars
vver the renturies, woamen stli
sit &t small tables, In fair
weather apd foul, selling Floew-
erd. The peoplt there say they
have heen doing that for cen
turies now,
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Prague Shows Few Signs of a Nation Under Occ\gwn g

By Dan Morgan
Washington Post Foreign Serviee
PRAGUE, April 11-—In

the capital of Czechoslova-
kia it sometimes seems hard
to realize that this is an oc-
cupied country living, as a
member of the intelligentsia
told friends this week, “on
the edge of the knife.”

One reason may be that a
great many Czechs and Slo-
vaks are trying in their own
wavs these days to escape
from, or simply ignore, the
grimmer realities of life.

On Easter weekend, Wen-
ceslas Square was again
filled with crowds leisurely
enjoylng the first spring
weather. They laughed and
cheered -at one point as
three shiny West German
Mercedes cars, which were
to be raffled off at a trade
fair, rolled through, each
with a pretty blond sitting
on the hood.

In the home of a Czech
family the same weekend,
the talk was of summey Va-
cations abroad, while the
teenage son was wondering
where he could obtain a cat-
alogue of Western automo-
biles.

New Hit Movie

Moviegoers, meanwhile,
are laughing and applauding
the new hit movie, “The
Joke,” which tells how the
hero gets even with the old
girl friend who denounced
him for insufficient Marx-
ist-Leninist reverence.

Each night, the Viola
night club is packed with
students, writers and film

directors as a jazz band

blares out a beat.

“Don't ask me about poli-
tics,” said one writer the
other day. “My book is com-
ing out in Vienna mnext
week."

Ag if the state security or-
gans and watchful Soviet
agents did not exist, Czechs
stubbornly insist on continu-
ing to meet Western friends,
sometimes in  downtown
hotel lobbles, sometimes in
more out of the way back
rooms of local cafes.

And in a little park the
other night  vouths
strummed on guitars, obli-
vious to the fact that a few
hours earlier in an editorial
office not a block away a
journalist had smiled sadly
at visitors, spoken of the
need to “keep going some-

News Analysis

how, and then gone off to
face probing questions
about his activities by party
comrades at the Central
Committee building.

Press Control Tighter

Such things offer a
glimpse of the reality of
Czechoslovakia, but they are

hidden from the sight of
most ordinary people, and
the once gossipy press,
under tight control, is find-
ing it harder to give clues as
to what is going on.

There are few reminders
of the “serious situation™
which the party leaders say
the country faces.

Only rarely does a lone
three-quarterton Soviet
truck tour the ecity. Oecca-
sional armed Czechoslovak
army soldiers, in twos and
threes, are about the only
reminder of the leadership's
pledge to use all necessary
means to put down repeti-
tions of the massive anti-So-
viet unrest that swept the
country March 28 after the
ice hockey victory over Rus-
sia in Stockholm.

In fact armed soldiers, so
much a part of the scene in
Moscow and East Berlin, not
to mention Hilter's Nazi pro-
tectorate in Bohemia, are lit-
tle in evidence,

Politics Discussed

Nor does a visitor in
Prague these days find the
reticence or caution about
talking politics prevalent in
those capitals. Polities, in
fact, is the main dish' at
lunchtime, along with the
best palacinky pancakes and
knedliky (dumplings) in
town, in the basement res-
taurant of the Union of
Journalists building.

The talk and the fun and
the growing tendency to let
things go wuntil tomorrow
make up the mask on the
fact of the country now.

Some Western observers
attribute an element of es-
capism to the destruction of
the Soviet Aeroflot airline
building by demonstrators

-ency by Czechs and Slovaks

to extend this somewhat to
the political level as well.

Look to Outside World

Writers, minor officials,
journalists, even scientists
and professors, have been
hoping out loud in conversa-

tions that events in the out- -

side world may yet be the
salvation of the reforms
which to them seem un-
likely to be saved by any-
thing the Czechs and Slo-
vaks themselves do.

China the allaged “split
in the Kremlin,” the influ-
ence of the progressively
minded Italian Communist
Party, the June world Com-
munist conference in Mos-
cow and the influence of
America with the Kremlin
leadership are all being
grasped at as factors which
may vet save the day.

Since the seven-power
Communist appeal at Buda-
pest last month for a Euro-
pean security conference, an
increasing number of Cze-
choslovaks menthn this as
a way out. -

According to this line of
thought, the settlement of
the European and German
guestions could lead to re-
duction of NATO and War-
saw Pact troops—ie., with-
drawal of troops from
Czechoslovakia—and the
creation of a climate that
would permit Prague to re-
sume contact with Western
Europe.

Troop Reduction Plans

Czechoslovak officials
who have studied the his-
tory of the European secu-
rity idea note that the Com-
munist countries, including
the Soviet Union, have
pledged themselves to work
for the dissolution of mili-
tary blocs and with@rawal of
foreign armies from allied
territories—a commitment
which presumably would
apply to the Red army in
Czechoslovakia as well as
the American Tth Army in
West Germany.

A famous American jour-
nalist visiting here last
week quickly noticed the
current tendency to look for
help outside and coined a
phrase — “Czechocentrism.”

This hoping against hope
sometimes finds tragi-comic
outlets.

Japanese businessmen
touring small towns recently

tell 'of being cheered by
local * citizens who mlltuul:
them for Chinese.

On the other hand there

have been indications from

diplomats here that outside

factors are playing a slight
role in at least allowing the
Czechs and Slovaks to enjoy
some of the same qualities
of living they had before
last August. These indica-
tions point to the .fact that
Washington and Moscow
have spoken of Czechoslova-
kia in private talks.

U.S. Help Doubtful

But to trained diplomats
here the jdea of American
salvation seems far fetched.
And the idea of American
pressure on Moscow  re-

ceived little or mo encour-

agement from a top-level
senatorial and congressional
delegation visiting Prague
for a day this week.

Is the hoping a form of pol-
itical escapism, to match the

pleasurable kind being in-

dulged in at the Viola and
on the Wenceslas Square?

“Yes to a certain extent,”
sald a Czech journalist this
week.,” But then yvou must
realize that when a patient
is very ill he must think
about life If he is to re-
cover.”

And in the heart of
Prague, on the outdoor bal-
cony of the Jalta hotel—
which Der Spiegel magazine

Faom e o

" el

¢laimed this week was a cen- |

ter of intrigue and spying
for East and West—the

Czechs and foreigners
sipped their Wiener cafes
and lemonade and thought

about life, and summer.




B el WA P A gER AT T 8wy

WORD THAT SOVIET|

1S SENDING TROOPS

Communique on Build-Up Is
Broadcast, but Withdrawn
on Radio 2 Hours Later

i
Arrival of More ‘Iusﬂans

Would Aid Conservatives
at Key Talks Thursday
By ALVIN SHUSTER
Epecial ta The New Tork Times
'PRAGUE, April 12—The Gov-
Union would send more troops

to Czechoslovakia,

Nervousness and confusion
followed first a Prague radio
broadcast at 3 P.M. that the
troops would be coming and
then a broadcast at 5 P.M. that
the earlier Government com-
muniqué had been withdrawn
“in view of the facts.”

What happened in those two
hours was the subject of in-
tense speculation, There was no
explanation from the Govern-
ment. _

Some observers did not rule

out the possibility that the So-
?lulﬂ:inn-;;:lflﬂ_ '

ing soldiers to

about 70,000 g after
the Soviet-led invasion last Aug.
W32 E

T q | » = et oo g

RT3 RRFWREESS

¢

p e
‘PRAGUE RETRACTS
- WORD OF BUILD-UP

Continued From Page 1, Col. 1
as First Secretary of the Com-
munist party.

The 3 P.M. announcement on
the Prague radio, described as
a communiqué of the Govern-
ment:

“In accordance with the

agreement on the temporary
:uﬂn%;nddism‘bn of
. Soviet s on territory of
Czechoslovakia

approved
tha l‘.':ﬂﬂhualmkﬁmemnﬂtkr
Oct, 16, 1968, and ratified by
the National Assembly, there
will be introduced in April,
lﬂﬂﬂ.gnmms-mriatfurm

quipment to supple-
ment the mm:ﬁr of soldiers as
stated in the mentioned
ment. The introduction the
Soviet forces will be carried out
by rail to garrisons where So-
viet armies are located as de-
termined in advance.”
mdih!ﬂ. at 5 P.M., the radio

“It {8 announced from offi-
cial places that the broadcast
of a communiqué of the Gov-
ernment of the Czechoslovak
lic about the

the . There was some ac-
tivity around party

ters at the Vitava River to-
niﬁr; ' a of
ej the 21-member um
or its eight-man executive com-
first
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|czechoslovak Defense Minister.
31 nlmghi;'lth ﬂadilh:;

’ Semy-
‘unmr, a Soviet Deputy Foreign
Minister, Prague has been
flooded with unconfirmed ru-
mors of Soviet troop move-
ments. Such reports 1
today with travelers telling of
some troop shifts outside this

m‘w‘-

Responding to pressures
plied by the Soviet officials,
the Czechoslovak Government

ordered censorship of the mass
media and initiated party dis-

leadership here to re-
assert - powers to control
an forces had fallen

far short. Today, Tass, the offi-
cial Soviet press agency, re-
ported with obvious a

the bitter attack on the leader-
ship last ni by Gustav|
Husak, the S Communist
party chief and a member of
the Presidium.
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