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LEAP THROUGH THE CURTAIN:
The Story of Nora Kovach and |Isi.
van Rabovsky, told George
Mikes. lllustrated. 223 pp. New
York: E. P. Dutton & Co. $3.50.

By ROSALYN KROKOVER

N Feb. 9, 1954, two "well-
o Publicized dancers-— hys-
band and wife—appeared on
stage for the first time before

an American audience, They -

were Nora Kovach and Istvan
Rabovsky, guest artists at the
Broadway Theatre with Roland
Petit’'s Ballets de Paris. Nine
months before they had made
the headlines 35 refugees fleeing
to sanctuary in West Berlin.
Now they relate all in an “ag
told to” book, George Mikes is
the journalist who has set down
their life story in clear, fast-

moving prose. The story is in- -
teresting, even exciting. The
fact that the central characters

is only inci-

Everywhere in Budapest, that
'Spring of 1950 wag Big Brother.

:

THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW
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g 5 Photograph from “Leap Through the Curtain
- .Mnra Kovach and Istvan Ihhmrsi:y.

Freedom

Photographs of Stalin were in
eVery nook and corner. The
Stakhavonites weye busy filling
Production norms. Signs like
this appeared on the bulletin
of the opera: “Dancers!

This year we have appeared in
fifty performances. Our target
year is sixty perform-
ances. Let us overfill our plan!"
Kovach ang Rabovsky con-
fess that they were wel treat-
ed—and they hated every bit of
it. As “People's Artists” they
represented Hungary on trips to
various satellite countries. Spies
were everywhere. Old friends
Erew to distrust one another,
The atmosphere was intolerable.

So they fled.

of every great dancer
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’fg id Offer io 1 nclude

Four Red Countries

14 By Donald J. Gonzales
: - United Press -

The United States yesterday| An earfhquake rocked a large
expanded its offer of food and|part of Turkey, causing five
other relief measures to victims|deaths. An estimated 1200
of fthe bitter European cold{homes were destroyed.
wave fo include four Iron Cur-| In Germany, hunters began
tain nations. mercy shooting of deer trapped

The State Department dis-lin the ice and snow. United
closed the action in announcing|States Army engineers blasted
that United States ambassadors|ice jams at a Rhine River bridge
in 19 countries have beenlin Mainz, 7
ordered to make urgent reports ,ﬁ
on relief needs in the stricken|™ ' '
areas of Europe and the Near
East, _

In doing so, the Department
apparently expanded President| ¢
Eisenhower’s offer Sunday to
provide United States farm]|!
surplus to victims of the severe
European winter,

White House news secretary
James C. Hagerty had said at
Thomasville, Ga.,, in reply to
questions that the President’s
offer did not applyto Iron Cur-

i

tain county i ——

But A1 t to
United t the
prograni 4 four
Soviet ~ mania,
Hungars\\ Poland and%Czecho
slovakia—2 munist
Yugoslavia,

countries,  mnations receiving
Unit‘edy otates aid offers in-
cluded ' Britain, France, the
Netherlands, Belgium, Norway,
Denmark, Italy, Greece, Tur-
key, Luxemburg, Portugal,
Spain, West (%ermany and Aus-
tria, i

More Snow in Europe;

Death Toll Now 747

LONDON, Feb. 21 (®—Heavy
snowstorms brought new hard-
ship tonight to Europe in its
record 22-day cold wave, The
death toll rose to 747. '

Weathermen promised no im-
mediate relief, although the
sun warmed parts of Ifaly and
Sweden today.




As Reds Re

“la Kun Record Cleared

Béla Kun Is
Soviet Purged Hungarian

Restored to Grace;
in 30’s

write History

WWIN IN COMMONS

British Government Upheld,
325 to 259, at Close of
Two Days of Debate

By THOMAS P. RONAN

ta The New Yerk Times.

o
T

munist
which he named a Soviet re-
public, from March 21 to Aug. '
19, 1919. After several court
trials in Vienna, Kun went to,

rmed tonight its confidence
In the Government's ability to
solve Britain's economic diffi-

on installment buying,
| reductions of about £106,000,000
in the bread and milk subsidies
rmﬂ cutbacks in Government

spending.

LONDON, Feb, 21—Commons)—

et OF atomic energy.

ve there, but inl{|ferred to unjus
the Ni heen taken against well-Knownigiate wﬁvﬁﬁmﬂ ;Eﬂﬂ-
b ke B 4" Lo Sl o
on the basis of false information|officer who had played a role
[presented many Years in the 1005 Ru: revolution
(|specific acts had been supposed ﬁf‘ﬁﬁf;%wt 11;:;':.-“%:;1lir a:.;g
ifto REwme principal member of the Bol-

shevik military committee that,

Two Others E:qnmtmi m ot the n:;tuﬂl upﬁahg!

By HARRISON E, SALISBURY |in 1917T.

Measures Termed Inadequate . tnnuv-ﬂvsﬁgnhn e mut
B e e couny { the Spolties 2 L e o S
{|tion BY limiting spending and had left the
) were taken by the iet Unilon.

Government last year. But dur- is not pu Stalin sent Mr. Antonov-
ing the year Eritain's trade The only clue to Kun's exist-|Ovseyenko on various di
rldeticit increased, the gold and memymmpeptudreiﬂamhynﬂsﬂma when civil war
ﬁuﬂari'eﬂ!ﬂeawlthwhinhthe thacnmmumqtutﬂ' telbroke out in Spain, Stalin
agents” who had penetrated shipped him off to
sterling area finances its trade wmmmtmmghestpmrmﬁ-mm. it was sald, his task was
ﬂuppeﬂﬂﬁpar.mtandthem tutions.” ;But, says the Euﬂqimuqmdaumufmrmnmm-
of living rose. ﬂn““f"w“ﬂﬁfﬁ’&.e with '_'pw Trotskyite E'lem&nEa among the
The burden of party ' “Marxis n-|Spanish Loyalist forces. .
_ | indictment e e cor jg} qore of the perty was fnally| In 1038 CCETC ordarsic
b nsed.” o back home.}
gtlernment’s measures Were in- Kun, in other words, was shot
Lh| A4 because the Govern- agent of Leon Trotsky.
ai|ment had failed to bolster its Stalin's ltpullt.innl ﬁmeﬂs.
\n| monetary controls with physical Thus, Kun's name J %
to|controls such as placing limita- n{twn-la et mﬂ‘"l‘" a
“| 1t also contended that some thaﬂhl.l:llﬂﬂ-ﬂnnlut. PR
,ualthempamnmdtngﬂle:«uduc- Jmmmm
“bltion in the bread and milk sub- 1638 a States ¢o of the
. |sidies discriminated against the ent in MotEon K o
poorer section of the community: Communist “iv chief in thellution. He
Government
he ers  con- raine, was missin from &|munist trade
Pmﬂedﬂmtthastepstaken last dlﬁp}ﬂ.}rpﬂalﬁdﬂutﬁdt apart-|and by 1821
L pad ot bl P mﬁ%maﬂmugr@eﬂm rter of Trots
r-|enough but they insisted that porter o
old Mr. Antonov-0 , who|Mr, Kassler
er|they were operating. The speak- led the Bolshevik assault on thejwi

ers 'were
mm:rﬁwnuldhﬂptutumthe

A= .
| inflationary tide but also prom- boat for Odessa.
nlised that even tougher ones Hﬂﬂm" Was ever &mnﬁ
M would be invoked i the necd sty DA P
arose. A suspicion that they were When
- Hugh Gaitskell, leader of the victims of the purge of thejgol
Nineteen has now been|Mr

lieved in a combination of mone-

tary
cause physical controls enabled

e ——

confident the new

Lahor party, said his party be-

and physical controls be-

Czar'a Winter
sailed from Spain on & Soviet

member of the Presidium of thelfi
Communist paarty, ac- —the
knowledged in an address to
Twentieth party. Congress

group
the|Kamenev and Grigory

'Ié:f, Lev
. ino-
in|viev. He became a vietim of the
t the two men Were|purge just two years later.

. Continued on Page 10, Column 3

One possible clue iz
Kassler worked closely

in 1938
Sergo Ordzhonikidze, Com-
ty boss of

and like Eﬂw

died i‘n]
a natural]
been

long
that Mr. Ordzhoni-
kidze had broken with &
over- the purges- Possibly this
Mr. Kassier his

had had some|dusiry
turbulent| gian.
Mr, Ordzhonikidze

that each man
connection with the
TUkraine.

However,
days both Wwere

Trotsky. .
This link strengthens the sus=
anathema  pro-

picion that the
aounced on Trotsky's mame by|break cost

a




Releases

O (Catholics

Reuters

~ VIENNA, Feb. 25—The Hun-
garian government has released
nine Roman Catholic officials
after many years of imprison-
ment, Radio Budapest said to-
night. Joseph Cardinal Minds-
zenty was not among them.

One of the nine was Dr. Josef
Baranyai, former director of
Hungary’s Catholic Action, who
was arrested at the end of 1943
and sentenced to 15 years in
1949 together with Cardinal
Mindszenty.

The other eight released men
were identified as Peter Gyep-
vari, Rezsoe Bolyos, Karoly
Prilis, Ferenc Juhasz, Istvan
Eroes, Lajos Ilusfoelder, Arpad
Biheri and Mihaly Raba. 1
~ Joseph Cardinal Mindszenty
was not mentioned. He was sen-
tenced to life imprisonment in
11949 on charges of ftreason,
espionage and currency - of-

fenses. Recently he was al-
lowed to leave prison and live
in a monastery in South Hun-
|gary, but he is still apparently
under restrictions.

~ The bulletin said all nine re-
leased officials had been par:
doned and set free Dy decision
of the Hungarian President’s
Council. It gave no reasons for

the release and mno detal
about the men.
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Stalin’s Second Death

1

Recasting the Red Dictator in a More Accurate Image,
His One-Time Glorifiers Inter His Hated Memory

By WILLIAM HENRY CHAMEERLIN

Perhaps the most striking feature of the
Communist Party Congress in Moscow was
the second death of Josef Stalin.

At the preceding Congress, held a few
months before the 73-year-old dictator suc-
cumbed to a stroke in March, 1953, Stalin
completely dominated the proceedings. His
slightest word was hailed as a pearl of wis-
dom by eager sycophants. Stalin’s last major
literary effort, a somewhat muddled treatise
entitled “Economic Problems of Socialism
in the USSR,"” was given the widest possible
circulation and praised as a precious addition
to “the treasury of Marxist-Leninist-Stalinist
thought.”

Very different was the attitude toward
Stalin at the recently-convened Congress. It
was a case of ““none so poor to do him rev-
erence.” In death he suffered, with a kind
of retributive justice, the fate which' he
meted out to many of his old party comrades
whom he had marked out as victims of his
ferocious purges. Speaker after speaker
. hurled stones at his memory and there was
no Mark Anthony to plead the cause of the
deceased dictator,

Especially sharp were the attacks of An-
astas Mikoyan, Deputy Premier, for many
Years in charge of Soviet foreign trade rela-
tions. Mikoyan gave short shrift to Stalin's
“"Economic Problems of Socialism,” noting
that one of its predictions, a contraction of
production in the United States and West-
ern, Europe, had been contradicted by the
facts.

Conspicious Absence

Praising “collective leadership,” Mikoyan
noted that it had long been absent during the
era of Stalin's personal rule. He found
Stalin’s “History of the Communist Party'’
seriously deficient. Most sensational of all,
from  the standpoint of Soviet and inter-
national Communism, Mikoyan charged
Etl?,lin with falsifying history and making un-
founded accusations against some of the
victims of his purges.

Mikoyan has substantially revised his.es-
timate of Stalin since the last Congress. At
that time he referred to Stalin’s works as “a,
treasury of ideas.” He said that Stalin, in
his books, ‘illuminates our life with the bril-
liant light of science” and dutifully ended his
speech with the cry:
Stalin.” \

It is unlikely that any of Mikoyan’s col-
" leagues will accuse him of inconsistency.
They are all in the same boat. All might
adduce, as excuse for their glorification of
the dictator during his lifetime, the simple
reply of the Abbe Sieves, when asked what
he did in the French Revolution: *T lived,”

There is something heartening to the hu-
man spirit in this evidence that the dead
hand of a tyrant, even if he escaped war and
revolution and died in the fullness of power
and synthetic glory, cannot forever cast his-
tory in a false mold. In Stalin and Hitler,
the twentieth century has been cursed with
~ two of the worst tyrants who ever lived, two
men of whom it is not rhetorical era-
tion but sober fact to state that they sent
millions of completely innocent human be-
ings to death, not in military operations but
in everyday administration. .

To the millions of Jews and smaller num-
- bers of civilians in occupied countries that
were the victims of Hitler must be added, to

- When the trend against Stalin became clear.

‘Glory to the great-

Stalin’s a-::c&mt. millions - of recalcitrant
peasants, great numbers of people in Poland,
the Baltic states and the ‘*‘disloyal” Soviet
republics and hundreds of thousands of Com-
munist party members liquidated during
purges.

Stalin’s heirs have two reasons for wishing
to dissociate themselves, so far as they can,
from his memory. It should aever be for- |
gotten that they are his men, brought up in
his school and associated with his acts of
ruthlessness.

First, it is a natural impulse to make
the dead tyrant the scapegoat for all that
the Soviet peoples have suffered in hunger,
deprivation, slave labor and purges during
the last quarter of a century. The idea that
Stalin was a beloved ‘‘father image” to the
people whom he oppressed should have re-
ceived final burial with the deliberate deni-
gration of his memory by the highest figures
in the present Soviet regime.

Bait for Socialists

Second, by throwing the memory of Stalin
to the wolves, it may be possible to make
considerable progress in foreign relations:
Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia, for instance,
who at first had been rather coy and stand-
offish in his attitude toward the Congress,
chipped in with a message of warm greeting

It may be easier to catch left-wing socialists
for ‘“‘popular front" experiments with the
bait of prepresenting Stalin as solely re-
sponsible for the unpleasant aspects of the
Soviet regime.

There has already been a restrospective re-
habilitation of the Polish Communist party,
which was mercilessly purged as infected
with Trotskyism and dissolved in 1938. Far |
more Polish Communists perished in Moscow
at this time than ever suffered the extreme
penalty at the hands of conservative Polish
bre-war governments, '

The new course is not without elements of
danger to the Soviet regime. If the Soviet
people are now told that Stalin was an idol
with feet of clay they could conceivably be-
come skeptical about policies with which
Stalin’s name is closely associated—collective
farming, for instance, and the steady sacri-
fice of their interests, as consumers, to the

demands of militarization and heavy in-
dustry. -
Factional Feuds

Complications may also arise #h the satel-

prisoners in the Kadtyn Foreg

factional feuds may be stirte up in the
Communist paxty lea hipy | in Czecho
slavakia and Hungary if thosts of the
former Communist léaders in tflose countries,
executed for “'Titoifm,” are-ibwed to walk, |
It is not clear how far it willbe possible to
repudiate Stalin whi ing to practice

e conti

many features of Staliniswror whether it will
be possible for men who are Stalin’s agents
and creatures to criticize their former hoss
without compromising their own reputations.
The profit-and-loss account of Moscow's Op-
eration Revision has not been cast up. But the
operation has started, and is likely to affect
the news from Moscow and the satellite capi-
tals for some time.
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|work of the organization by Dr.
REverett R. Clinchy, president of

.|diocese of Veszpresv, Hungary;

Iper of the Hungarian Parlia-

Unitarian Bishop Alexander Sti-

e @ M et cr

thusiasm of these Hungarian
refugees.” :

Four Hungarian immigrants,
including a former Prime Min-
ister, a former member of Par-
liament and two religious lead-
ers, weer made chairmen of a|
committee of Hungarian ref-
ugees in the National Conference
of Christians and Jews. yester-
day.

In'a ceremony at the Building
for Brotherhood, 43 West Fifty-
gseventh Street, they were offi-
cially welcomed to promote tlfe

the national conference. |
. The new committeemen are
the Very Rev. Bela Varga, Canon
of the Roman Catholic Areh-

Dr. Bela Fabian, formey mem-

ment:; Miklos Kallay, Prime Min-
ister from 1942 to 1944, and

vamyi of Lancaster, Mass,, Who
will serve as Protestant chair-
main.

“America, has been strength-
ened by immigrants whose suf-
fering from poverty and slavery
gave them the insight which
helped to form this country’s
concepts of freedom,” Mr. Clinchy
told the committee,

“We have a job of maintaining
our stability as we face our head-
line problem of race relations.
It is important for us to add to
our work the strength and en-

—ET



